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NORWAY (NORGE) 

The Yngling dynasty of Norse kings originally ruled in Vestfold in southern Norway, before extending their 
control over most of Norway in the reign of Harald I. The kingdom’s center later shifted to Trondheim in the 
north, Bergen in the west, and finally Oslo in the south. In the early 11 th century Norway was temporarily 
subjugated by the kings of Denmark, who vested local authority into the hands of the powerful jarls of Lade in 
northern Norway. After the death of Knud II of Denmark in 1035, Norway finally reasserted its independence 
and its king even succeeded to the throne of Denmark in 1041. The colorful Harald III began his career as an 
adventurer and mercenary before succeeding to the throne. His attempt to extend Norse rule into England 
ended with disaster at the battle of Stamford Bridge in 1066, shortly before another descendant of the Vikings, 
Duke Guillaume II of Normandy, conquered England to become William I. Sigurd I led a crusading expedition 
in 1107—1111, helping the king of Jerusalem take Sidon in mo. But constant contests over the succession, 
intensified by the competition with the nobility and the church, weakened royal authority for over a century 
(1130—1140), which featured the civil war between the Birkebeiner and Bagler factions. Nevertheless, Norse 
indirect rule extended to Man and the Hebrides (until 1166), Orkney and Shetland (until 1468), and Greenland 
(until 1814). Several strong kings, including Sverre, Hakon IV, and Magnus VI, managed to overcome their 
opponents and establish a more effective monarchy, but royal power declined again under their successors, and in 
1319 the throne was inherited by the Folkunger house of Sweden. On the extinction of the dynasty in 1387, the 
Norwegian nobility elected as ruler Queen Margrethe I of Denmark, who engineered the Kalmar union between 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden in 1397. The throne passed to the house of Pomerania in 1411 and, on its 
deposition, to the houses of Wittelsbach (1441), Bonde (1449), and Oldenburg (1450). The house of 
Oldenburg kept Norway in a personal union with Denmark until 1814, when Norway (except for its 
dependencies Greenland and Iceland) was ceded to Sweden by treaty. The personal union between Norway and 
Sweden continued until 1905, when it was dissolved, and the Danish prince Carl was elected king under the 
name Hakon VII. 

Names are given in standard modern Norse forms; the numbering of the kings is not completely consistent, 
because of the frequent cases of associate or rival kings who never became sole or senior monarchs. 

NORWAY (NORGE) 


Kings of Vestfold 

Yngling House of Vestfold 

f.730—f.75 5 Halfdan I, Whiteleg ... son of Olav the Treefeller , son of Ingjald 

f.75 5—c.780 Oystein ... son of Halfdan I 

f.780—802 Halfdan II, the Liberal ... son of Oystein 

802—810 Gudrod, the Hunter ... son of Halfdan II; Hedeby in Jutland 810? 
810—f.830 Olav, Geirstade ... son of Gudrod 

c.830—f.870 Halfdan III, the Black ... son of Gudrod 


c.870—f.933 
C.933-C.935 
c. 93 5—12960 
c.960—c.970 
c. 970-995 

995-999 

999—1012 
1012—1015 


Kings of Norway 

Harald I, Fairhair ... son of Halfdan III; ruler of Norway f.873; abdicated, died 940 
Eirik I, Bloodaxe ... son of Harald I; deposed, died 954 
Hakon I, the Good ... son of Harald I 
Harald II, Graycloak ... son of Eirik I 

(regency of Hakon, the Mighty, son of jarl Sigurd of Lade, son of Hakon, son of Grjotgard) 
Olav I, Crowleg ... son of Tryggve of Viken, son of Olav, son of Harald I 
(regency of Eirik of Lade, bastard son of Hakon the Mighty, abdicated, died p. 1023) 
(regency of Svein of Lade, son of Hakon the Mighty, joint regent 1005; deposed, died 1016) 
(regency of Hakon of Lade, son of Eirik; joint regent 1012—1015; deposed) 
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1015 — 1018 

1018 — 1019 

1019 —103 5 
1035-1047 
1047—1066 

1066—1069 
1069 — 1093 
1093 —1103 

1103 —1113 
1113 —11 30 

II3°-H35 

1135- 1136 

1136— 1155 

11 55 — 1161 

1161 —1161 
1161—1184 


11 84—1101 


1101—1104 
1104 

1104—1117 

1117—1163 


1163 — 1180 
1180—1199 


Olav II, the Stout 1 ... son of Harald of Vestfold, son of Gudrod, son of Bjorn, son of 
Harald I; deposed, died 1030 
(regency of Hakon of Lade, restored) 

(regency of Svein of Denmark, son of king Knud II of Denmark) 

Magnus I, the Good ... bastard son of Olav II; Denmark 1041—1047 
Harald III, Hardrdda ... son of Sigurd oi Ringerike, son of Halfdan, son of Sigurd, son of 
Harald I; associated 1046 
Magnus II ... son of Harald III 

Olav III, the Peaceful... son of Harald III; associated 1067 
Magnus III, Barefoot... bastard son of Olav III 

— Hakon, Toresfostre ... son of Magnus II; rival in Trondheim 1093 — 1094 
Oystein I ... bastard son of Magnus III 

Sigurd I, the Pilgrim ... bastard son of Magnus III; Man 1099—1103; associated 1103 

+ Olav ... bastard son of Magnus III; associated 1103 — 1115 

Magnus IV, the Blind ... bastard son of Sigurd I; deposed, rival 1136—1139 

Harald IV, Gille ... bastard son of Magnus III; rival since 1130 

Sigurd II, the Mouth ... bastard son of Harald IV 

— Sigurd, the False Deacon ... bastard son of Magnus III; rival 1136—1139 
Inge I, the Hunchback ... son of Harald IV; associated in Viken 1136 

+ Oystein II ... bastard son of Harald IV; associated in Trondheim 1141—1157 
+ Magnus ... bastard son of Harald IV; associated 1141—1145 
Hakon II, Broadshoulders ... bastard son of Sigurd II; rival in Trondheim since 1157 
Magnus V ... son of jarl Erling Ormsson Skakke by Kristina, daughter of Sigurd I 

— Sigurd III, Markusfostre ... bastard son of Sigurd II; rival in Trondheim 1161—1163 

— Olav, the Unlucky ... son of Gudbrand Skavhoggsson by Maria, daughter of Oystein I; 

rival 1166—1169 

— Oystein III, the Maiden ... bastard son of Oystein II; rival in Trondheim 1176—1177 
Sverre ... bastard son of Sigurd II; rival since 1177 

— Jon, Kuvlung ... pretended son of Inge I; rival in Viken 1185 — 1188 

— Sigurd ... bastard son of Magnus V; rival in Viken 1193 — 1194 

— Inge ... bastard son ofMagnus V; “Bagler” rival 1196—1101 
Hakon III ... son of Sverre 

Guttorm ... son of Sigurd, son of Sverre 

— Erling, Stonewall... bastard son ofMagnus V; “Bagler” rival 1104—1107 
Inge II ... son of jarl Bard Guttormsson by Cecilia, bastard daughter of Sigurd II 

— Filippus ... husband of Kristina, daughter of Sverre; son of Simon Karason; “Bagler” rival 

1107—1117 

Hakon IV, the Elder... posthumous bastard son of Hakon III 

— Sigurd, Ribbung... son of Erling; “Bagler” rival 1118—1116 

— Knut... son of jarl Hakon the Crazed son of Folkvid by Cecilia, bastard daughter of 

Sigurd II; rival 1116—1117; died 1161 

— Skule ... son of jarl Bard Guttormsson; father ofMargrete, wife of Hakon IV, and of 

Ingrid, wife of Knut; rival 1139—1140 
+ Hakon, the Younger ... son of Hakon IV; associated 1139—1157 
Magnus VI, the Law-mender ... son of Hakon IV; associated 1157 
Eirik II, the Priest-hater ... son ofMagnus VI; associated 1173 


Canonized as saint 1164. 
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1199—1319 Hakon V, Longlegs ... son of Magnus VI 
Folkunger House 

1319—1355 Magnus VII, Smek ... son of duke Erik of Sodermanland 1 by Ingeborg, daughter of 
Hakon V; Sweden 1319—1364; abdicated, died 1374 
1 3 5 5—1380 Hakon VI... son of Magnus VII; associated 1343 
1380—1387 Olav IV, the Child ... son of Hakon VI; Denmark 1375—1387 
House of Denmark 

13 87—13 89 Margrete ... mother of Olav IV; daughter of king Valdemar IV of Denmark; regent 13 80—1385; 
Denmark 1387—1396; Sweden 1389—1396; abdicated, died 1411 

House of Pomerania 

1389—1441 Eirik III ' ... son of duke Wartislaw VII of Pomerania by Maria, daughter of duke Heinrich I 
of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, son of duke Albrecht II by Eufemia, sister of Magnus VII; 
Denmark 1396—1440; Sweden 1396—1439; deposed, died 1459 
House ofWittelsbach (Line of the Palatinate-Neumarkt) 

1441—1448 Christoffer ... son of duke Johann ofNeumarkt by Katharina, sister of Eirik III; Denmark 
1440—1448; Sweden 1441 — 1448 

House of Bonde 

1449— 1450 Karl I ... son of Knut Tordsson; Sweden 1448—1457, 1464—1465, 1467—1470 
House of Oldenbttrg 

1450— 1481 Christian I ... married Dorothea of Brandenburg, widow of Christoffer; son of count 

Dietrich of Oldenburg by Hedwig, daughter of count Gerhard VI of Holstein, son of 
count Heinrich II by Ingeborg, daughter of duke Albrecht II of Mecklenburg-Schwerin 
by Eufemia, sister of Magnus VII; Denmark 1448—1481; Sweden 1457—1464 
1481 — 1483 (interregnum) 

1483 — 1513 Hans ... son of Christian I; legitimist claimant since 1481; Denmark 1481 — 1513; Sweden 

1497-1501 

1513 —152-3 Christian II ... son of Hans; Denmark 1513 —1513; Sweden 1510—1511; deposed, died 1559 

1513 — 1533 Frederik I, the Pacific ... son of Christian I; also Denmark 

1534—1559 Christian III ... son of Frederik I; also Denmark 

1 559— 1588 Frederik II ... son of Christian III; also Denmark 

1588—1648 Christian IV ... son of Frederik II; also Denmark 

1648—1670 Frederik III ... son of Christian IV; also Denmark 

1670—1699 Christian V ... son of Frederik III; also Denmark 

1699—1730 Frederik IV ... son of Christian V; also Denmark 

1730—1746 Christian VI, the Pious ... son of Frederik IV; also Denmark 

1746—1766 Frederik V ... son of Christian VI; also Denmark 

1766—1808 Christian VII ... son of Frederik V; also Denmark 

1808—1814 Frederik VI ... son of Christian VII; regent since 1784; also Denmark 1808—1839 

1814 Christian Frederik ... son ofFrederik 4 , son ofFrederik V; deposed; Denmark 1839—1848 
House of Holstein-Gottorp 

1814—1818 Karl II ... son of king Adolf Fredrik of Sweden; Sweden 1809—1818 
House of Bernadotte 

1818—1844 Karl III Johan' ... adopted son of Karl II; son ofJean-Henri Bernadotte; also Sweden 
1844—1859 Oscar I ... son of Karl III Johan; also Sweden 

1 Son of king Magnus I of Sweden. 

3 Originally named Bogislaw. 

4 Frederik had served as regent 1771—1784 and died 1805. 

5 Originally named Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte. 
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1859—1871 Karl IV ... son of Oscar I; also Sweden 
1871—1905 Oscar II ... son of Oscar I; abdicated; Sweden 1871—1907 
House of Schlesivig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Gliicksburg 

1905 — 1957 Hakon VII 6 ... son ofking Frederik VIII of Denmark 7 8 by Louise, daughter of Karl IV s 

1957—1991 Olav V ... son of Hakon VII; regent since 1955 
1991— Harald V ... son of Olav V; regent since 1990 


6 Originally named Carl of Denmark. 

7 Frederik VIII was the son ofking Christian IX of Denmark, son of duke Friedrich Wilhelm of Sonderburg- 
Gliicksburg, son of duke Friedrich Karl of Sonderburg-Beck, son of duke Karl Anton, son of duke Peter August, 
son of duke Friedrich Ludwig, son of duke August Philipp, son of duke Alexander of Sonderburg, son of duke 
Johann II of Sonderburg-Plon, son of Christian III. 

8 Hakon VII was exiled during German occupation 1940—1945. 



